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Faculty of Business 

Guidelines for Submitting an Application Research Proposal 
The Faculty of Business fosters meaningful research that contributes to business theory and 
practice, and offers a diverse and productive research program across its Schools and 
Research Disciplines.  The Faculty of Business recognises the strategic importance of HDR 
Candidates and their contribution to achieving the Faculty Mission and strategic research plans. 
The Faculty will admit candidates who align with and support the Faculty’s research profile and 
Mission.  

Candidates are required to submit an Application Research Proposal with their formal online 
application. The application and assessment process for the Higher Degree Research (HDR) 
program is an involved process for Candidates, potential supervisors and for the relevant 
Schools in the Faculty of Business. A Candidate must demonstrate an ability to find, discuss 
relevant information and to write coherently about their area of interest. 

 Applications that omit an Application Research Proposal will be automatically declined.  

Content of Research Proposal 

Introduction  
Introduce the topic briefly; explain the importance of the topic, why it is of interest to you and 
how your experience is relevant to the topic.  

Literature Review  
In this section, you are expected to identify key themes, discuss articles related to your topic, 
and provide a critical review of the literature covering your topic. You should also include 
possible research questions, bearing in mind that, if accepted into the HDR program, these may 
change as you progress in your studies.  

The literature included in your proposal should be recent, relevant, and be drawn from 
scholarly sources. You will be able to access academic databases and journals through your 
University library and/or Google Scholar may be another source of information.  

Research Gap and Objectives  
Your proposal should include an identification of gaps that exist in the literature (that you will 
discover in the process of writing the literature review). You should also explain how your 
proposed research will add to, verify, or in some other way extend established knowledge.  
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Research Methodology and Methods  
At the application stage it is not expected that you be an expert in research methodology. 
However, you should include a short discussion of how you propose to answer your research 
question(s), including a consideration of how you might gather and analyse data. A draft 
timeline for your research should also be included.  

Conclusion  
The conclusion should be a short, concise summary of what you have found in the literature 
and what you propose to add to it.  

Academic Integrity  
All Candidates are required to adhere to all University policies on academic integrity. All 
proposals must be properly referenced using the Harvard referencing system. Any Candidate 
who does not uphold academic integrity standards will not be admitted into a HDR in the 
Faculty of Business. 

The Committee may decide to check the proposal using plagiarism software, which requires 
that you submit an electronic version of your proposal.  

Format 
Electronic version of the proposal is required to be submitted. 

Length: 2,000-3,000 words (references not included)  

GUIDELINES ON WORD COUNT  
Section  Approximate length  
Abstract or Executive Summary  Not included in word count  
Introduction  200 words  
Literature review  1200 words  
Research gap and objectives  150 words  
Research methodology and methods  250 words  
Conclusion  200 words  
References  Not included in word count 

Further Information 
Please contact Faculty Research Unit on business-research@uow.edu.au.  


